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SC No. 03807/66 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligence 
23 May 1966 


INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM* 
Shootdown of Chinese Communist MIG on 12 May 
SUMMARY 


The Chinese have claimed that on 12 May US 
aircraft intruded into Chinese airspace and shot 
down a Chinese MIG over Yunnan Province near Ma Kuan-- 
approximately 17 miles inside China. The US pilots 
involved claimed that at no time were they over 
SAREE territory. " Ns i 









: ‘ ae ‘ This memo— 
randum examines all pertinent facets of the situation, 
including the Communist air defense organization and 
its reliability, and the possibility of Chinese Com- 
munist deception. 





Having carefully perused all evidence available 
to us, we can only conclude that the incident occurred 


within Chinese territory. 


*Produced by the Office of Current Intelligence. 
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The Incident 


1. This incident involved four US aircraft, 
an RB-66 ECM and an escort of three F4C jet fighters. 
The mission was to provide ECM support for other US 
aircraft involved in armed reconnaissance missions 
over North Vietnam. The RB-66 took off from Thailand 
and the three fighters from Da Nang. They made their 
rendezvous at 07354 over Laos and flew to their as. | 
signed position over North Vietnam at 08002. From 
that point, they circled in a north-south pattern. 
The dimensions of this circling pattern are not 
available. 


a errr oman einen 


2. US pilots reported their first sighting of 
MIGs at 08222. Four MIG-17s were sighted during the 
encounter; two were seen firing cannon. The US F4Cs 
engaged the MiGs, downing one with a Sidewinder 
missile. According to US pilots, the entire action 
took place over North Vietnam. 


3. 









The US pilots reported that they 


were com letin a left turn and heading southwest. 
SS 2 
reported sighting a - a o'clock--or directly 
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uring 
the same time period aaa US pilots reported 


engaging the MIGs and downing one with an air-to-air 
missile. 








US Penetrations of Chinese Airspace 


7. There have been a number of penetrations 
of Chinese airspace by "hostile" aircraft (presumed 
to be US). Most of these have been shallow penetra- 
tions of only a few miles. Some of the penetrations 
have provoked Chinese fighter reactions while others 
have not. Several incidents have resulted in US air- 
craft losses. On 9 April 1965, a flight of US F4B 
jet fighters was to fly a patrol mission over the 
Tonkin Gulf, no closer to Hainan Island than 25-30 
miles. The US aircraft ran into a flight of Chinese 
MIGs which was then engaged. During the encounter, 
one F4B was lost and the US pilots claimed that one 
MIG was shot down. 


8. QHBBBMBMR the pilots denied having been over 
Chinese ee during the incident, ee 
Later the Chinese displayed wreckage--an 
external fuel tank allegedly from the F4B aircraft 
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that had been downed and pieces of a Sparrow air-to- 
air missile. In connection with the most recent 
incident, the-Chinese have also displayed photographs 
of an external fuel tank and pieces of a Sidewinder 
missile purportedly picked up in the area where they 
claim the incident occurred. 


9. On 20 September 1965 the Chinese claimed 
that US aircraft had again penetrated their airspace. 
In this incident, the US aircraft was shot down by ' 
Chinese fighters and the pilot captured--he was 
identified by the Chinese as Capt. Philips E. Smith. 





10. On 5 October 1965 the Chinese claimed to 
have shot down a US aircraft over their territory, 
but the circumstances in this case are less clear. 
One US F-105 was lost for unknown causes while engaged 
in bombing along the rail line northeast of Hanoi. 


ve 





12. Another similar incident involving US air- 
craft occurred on 12 April, when a US A-3B tanker-— 
configured Skywarrior overflew Chinese territory and 
was shot down. The aircraft was en route from Subic 
Bay in the Philippines to the carrier Kittyhawk south 
of Hainan Island. 
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The Pattern of Chinese Border Crossings 


13. Prior to 30 December 1964, Chinese Com- 
munist jet fighters refrained from pursuing hostile 
aircraft beyond the territorial limits of Communist 
China. On 2 January 1965, a Chinese jet fighter 
pursued a drone reconnaissance aircraft into North 
Vietnam from Chinese territory and shot it down near 
Hon Gay Island, North Vietnam. This drone had over- 
flown Chinese territory, was intercepted and fired on 
by Chinese fighters over Chinese territory, and was 
then pursued over the border into North Vietnam where 
it crashed. The Chinese publicly claimed at was shot 
down over “central south China." 








14. Since that time there have been a number 
of occasions when Chinese Communist aircraft crossed 
the border of North Vietnam, usually in reaction to 
US aircraft. At least 13 such penetrations were 
noted between 1 January and 11 May 1966. On one 
recent occasion, Chinese fighters on 8 May crossed 
the border to attack US aircraft operating near the — 
border in northeastern North Vietnay 





The Communist Air Defense System 


15. Chinese Communist/North Vietnamese air 
defense cooperation probably began in the summer of 
1963 when a conference involving military officials 
from both countries was held in China. However, more 
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22. There is no way for the Chinese to deter-**. 
mine where US planes are bound when they enter North °° 
Vietnam, since US aircraft entering from Thailand 
utilize generally the same approach pattern EcRAT es Oe 


of their target area. 
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25. The US pilots reported that they were in : a 
visual contact with the ground and that at no time ao 


did they go north of the Red River. We Go pot know 
what electronic navigational equipment, if any, was 
in use. We do know that the US radar aircraft that 
provides MIG Warnings, among other functions, was Ne 

not on station at the time of the incident. - eeu 
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26. With respect to visual contact, it should 
be pointed out that there are three parallel rivers 
cutting from_the northwest to the southeast through 
China and North Vietnam in the general area of the 
incident. From south to north these are the Black 
River, the Red River, and the Song Lo. Relying on 
visual sighting alone and flying at speeds up to 10 
miles per minute, a pilot could mistake one river for 
another, especially since the available information 
indicates the flight apparently was not under positive 
ground control. (Map) 3 . 
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